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Top Parade of Homes honors for Prull
By Paul Weideman
FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW,
Prull Custom Builders has won the
“Grand Hacienda” prize in the competition
element of the annual Haciendas — A Parade of Homes event. The company’s entry
in The Estancias at Las Campanas also won
the “Most Innovative” award in the $2.4
million-$6 million class.
Lorn Tryk Architects, Chandler Prewitt
Design, and Serquis + Associates landscape
architecture were all involved in the project
for owners Marcia and Jeff Shaffer. The
house, boasting a contemporarized Spanish-Pueblo Revival style, totals 4,614 heated
square feet.
Asked about people’s comments during
the two-weekend Parade of Homes tour
in mid-August, Will Prull said many
were taken with the black steel plates for
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backsplashes in the kitchen and elsewhere.
“Gabe Rippel [Rippel Metal Fabrication]
did a beautiful job on that,” he said.
A black, artistically fashioned courtyard
gate was designed by Prewitt and made
by Rippel, who also clad the garage doors.
People also admired the steel front entry
door by Arcadia Window & Door, Scottsdale, which sports very thin mullions, stiles,
and rails. And they commented on the
Stone Forest fountains with steel-and-gravel
pedestals by Solange Serquis.
“They just liked the openness, the blurring of interior to exterior,” Prull said. The
residence has four portales and three water
features.
“One of the things that some people
were unfamiliar with was the horizontal
roller screens we used on the big stacking
doors to keep out insects and critters, and

likewise we had recessed roller shades on
the west- and northwest-facing glass that
roll down from the out of the ceiling and
come down to the floor. Those have a fabric
that is 3 percent transparency so you can
see through to the views even when they’re
down.”
The floors are sand-textured colored concrete outside and 2 x 4 porcelain inside.
“We also did a metal reglet,” Prull said.
“It’s a 3/4 by 3/4 notch at the bottom of the
walls at the floor. It creates an architectural
shadow line but it’s also a practical place for
your vacuum or mop to bump into and not
damage the plaster or the drywall.
“The overall palette is whites, grays,
blacks and sandy taupes, which creates a
very soft background for the colorful art
and the furniture and it harmonizes with
the natural colors outside,” Prull said.
The house by Buffalo Builders was the
largest and most expensive on the tour:
6,446 heated square feet and $6 million.
Located in Vista Encantado II, the home
won “Best Craftsmanship,” “Most Efficient,”
and “Best Kitchen” awards.
The wood-frame house is a contemporary variant of the Pueblo style, designed
with Hunter Tidmore Redman, lead architect on the job from Architectural Alliance.
The grand entry porte-cochere by designer/
owner Baker-Folse Creative uses wood
sourced from Spotted Owl Timber. Inside
are diamond plaster walls, wide-plank
white oak floors, and custom barn doors
made from reclaimed mesquite wood.
Factors bearing on the efficiency award
include the hefty insulation package, a
photovoltaic system, and two cisterns for
storage of rainwater for irrigation purposes.
Molly Prewitt, owner of Buffalo Builders
with Eric Tetrault, said the owners — he’s
from Austin and she hails from Calgary —
first met with Redman to work out ideas,
then they came to Architectural Alliance.
“We did something that a lot of builders
won’t do,” Prewitt said. Gabriel Folse, the
designer, wanted to learn about construction. He wanted to be as involved as we
would allow him, and I said we have a construction manager on site and as long as he
feels comfortable with you, I’m fine with it.”
It was also a relatively unique process because the owners provided so many items.
“He would tell me what he had ordered,
so I would know the thickness, as in the
white oak flooring. He did all the sourcing
himself.
“He drove up like 30 times from Austin.
It could have been a total disaster, but he’s
a really good listener. There was no drama,
no fuss.”
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At top, the living room of the
Buffalo Builders entry in the
2019 Parade of Homes.
Above, the courtyard of the home
by Praxis Design/Build.
Right, a bathroom in the Madera
Builders entry.
Opposite page, two views of the
“Grand Hacienda” winner by
Prull Custom Builders
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Praxis Design/Build won three awards
for its entry in Aldea de Santa Fe: “Best
Craftsmanship,” “Best Design,” and “Most
Innovative” in the $850,000-$965,000
category.
The contemporary Santa Fe-style home,
2,367 heated square feet, surrounds a courtyard on three sides; on the fourth is a casita.
Designed for flexible retirement living, the
main house has the master bedroom and
two bathrooms, while two more rooms are
available in the casita.
Three of the standout features are the
blue Tahoe quartzite countertops in the
kitchen, an amazing front door by Clay
Howard Metalwork, and the black steel
benches that have trapezoidal, rather than
rectangular tops.
Praxis principal Gabriel Browne worked
with interior designer Jennifer Ashton for a
house that blends warm and edgy aspects.
“That’s what we’re looking for every time:
21st century, but Santa Fe,” Browne said.
“All of our work is an attempt to kind of
play with those boundaries and find the
happy place, and please the clients.”
The house is super-insulated, the 2 x 12
exterior walls resulting in an R-42 value
and the ceilings at R-60. The house has no
air conditioning, but Browne fashioned it
somewhat after the “Dog Trot” typology
of west Texas houses that facilitate passive
cooling with strategically placed doors and
windows.
“I love the wavy-textured wall tile in the
shower, which looks like the wave action on
sand on the Chappaquiddick beach,” said
owner David Cutrell. He and his wife, Jean
McLarty, are from Boston. “What really
gets me is the angularity of everything, and
the workmanship. Having to build a house
from 2,000 miles away wasn’t the easiest,
but I had faith in Gabe. We had been to the
Parade three or four years in a row.”
In the Madera Builders house in Las
Campanas Estates II, Parade of Homes-goers had no trouble seeing why it was given
a special award for “The House With the
Most Personality” — for example the yellow or purple interior doors, the dynamically different wallpapers in each bathroom,
and the plaid decor elements that were
incorporated as a tribute to the owner’s
Scottish heritage.
The house, designed and carried out
with help from architect Ed Boniface and
interior designer Jeannie Brown, also won
best outdoor living space for entries in the
$2.4 million-$6 million price class.
The house has 3,256 heated square feet
and 6,326 total square feet, when you add
the four portales.
SEE Parade on Page 38
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The floors are also distinctive. “This is
engineered wood, distressed oak on a ply
on a concrete floor,” Madera’s Gerry Barber
said during the tour. “And we have in-floor
cooling; we’re pumping cold water through
the same pipes as we use for the radiant
heating in the winter. It’s a lot easier than
running forced-air in ductwork. It’s just that
and ceiling fans to keep it this cool.”
Architect Jon Dick was sitting on a
couch. He was one of the 2019 judges for
the Parade, which is sponsored by the Santa
Fe Area Home Builders Association. Asked
about that special award, he said this house
was fun to see and judge. “It’s different. It’s
not something you see every day.
“And it was a tough site, too,” Dick said.
“I think there ought to be a category for
best site design because of the cut that had
to happen at one end and all the fill they
needed at the other end.” The site includes a
swimming pool.
The other Haciendas entry named for a
special award was by Boss Builders. The
judges said the Las Campanas home offered
“The Most Bang for the Buck.”
Another contemporary-style home, this
one has 2,517 heated square feet and was
listed for $895,000 and sold for $850,000.
Standout features are the rustic stackedstone entry tower and an elegant faux
stacked-stone fireplace — this is a floorto-ceiling light-grey slab holding a simple
firebox: a long, black rectangle. There is also
an integrated sound system, a steam shower
in the master bathroom, and Brilliant
smart-home light switches.
The builder appointed the house with
white walls of Venetian plaster, black
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The kitchen in the Parade of Homes entry by Boss Builders. The judges presented the contractor with a special “Most Bang for the Buck” award

cabinetry, and dark gray wood-tile floors.
The kitchen palette is similar, with white
countertops, Euro-style cabinets in a light
grey, and stainless-steel Viking appliances.
Giant sliding pocket doors from the great
room open to an expansive rear portal
views of the Jemez Mountains.
“We started this as a spec for the Parade

of Homes, and then it sold about four
weeks ago,” said Valerie Montoya, one of
the managing partners of Boss Builders,
which was formerly Platinum Sky Construction, builder of scores of houses for
Homewise Inc. over 12 years. “Now we’ve
branched off. It was a great run, but we
were ready,” she said.

About the fact that her company accepted an offer 5 percent below the list price in
a seller’s market, she said, “We’re a family
business and we love what we do. There’s
no reason for an extreme markup. You can
do Santa Fe and get your dream without
having to pay $450 a square foot. It’s nice to
be able to do that.”

Building permits
Building permits issued by the
CITY OF SANTA FE during
the month of July included the
following:

Scott Wong, 335 Gormley Ln.
$790,000.
Monte Sereno Cmpd., 3086
Monte Sereno Dr. $660,000.
George Goettel, 503 Cam.
Pinones. $437,500.
DHR Southwest Const., 5201
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Via Nube. $123,688.
— 5203 Via Nube. $123,688.
— 5207 Via Nube. $229,198.
— 5213 Via Nube. $215,528.
— 5215 Via Nube. $154,229.
— 5302 Cam. del Griego.
$178,268.
— 5304 Cam. del Griego.
$229,202.
— 5315 Cam. del Griego.
$123,688.
— 5317 Cam. del Griego.
$98,423.

— 5319 Cam. del Griego.
$154,229.
Pulte Development, 4144
Arboles Bonitos. $277,766.
— 4159 Arboles Bonitos.
$277,766.
— 4168 Arboles Bonitos.
$323,828.
— 4271 Dia Soleado. $277,766.
— 4275 Dia Soleado. $320,981.
— 4294 Dia Soleado. $336,726
Jacob Perea, 2923 Aspen View.
$1,100,000.

Stephen Berger, 3025 Monte
Sereno Dr. $2,288,015.
SANTA FE COUNTY building
permits issued from mid-July
to mid-August included the
following:

New Traditions Homes LLC,
4 San Miguel Dr. $140,000.
Homewise Inc., 66 Oshara
Blvd. $180,000.
LTS Housing LLC, 19 Blue

Feather Rd. $135,000.
Bryan Brames, 7 Sunset Hills
Dr. $400,000.
Victor Dunmore, 18 Longhorn Ln. $700,000.
EJ Jennings, 37 Spur Ranch
Rd. $100,000.
John Fagley, 65 Mejor Lado.
$950,000.

