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What happens when a modernist couple wants 
to live sustainably in nature, surrounded by 
beautiful earth materials and textures? These 
veterans of custom builds worked with two  
visionaries to get it just right.

What were you looking for in building a house?
Duane: We like modern, contemporary design. 
Susan: And we like windows! So everywhere you 
look, especially in the great room, are the fantastic 
landscape and skies. You can look to the right and 
see thunderstorms, then to the left, and there’s a 
rainbow. It’s all about the outside coming inside. 
Duane: The windows are like living artwork.
Susan: Archaeo did an amazing job of using rocks 
and metal – all sorts of earth elements, such as the 
zinc around the entry. [Continued...]
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[...Continued] You feel like  
you’re living outside. But in this 
cool George Jetson kind of 
style. We gave Jon at Archaeo 
a broad profile of what he could 
do, and he really got into it. 
It goes beyond the standard 
Santa Fe style. His use of earth 
materials is spectacular. And he 
brought in great ideas like the 
biofuel fireplace, radiant heating 
and cooling. 

So you had these great plans; 
how did the actual building go?
Duane: We were worried with 
supply chain issues it might take 
a long time, but it wasn’t bad.  
I thought we were going to 
have to wait a year for our wine 
chiller, but it showed up on time! 
Plus we were renting close by, 
which gave us the opportunity to 
be involved in the construction. 
We were there daily, communi-
cating closely with the team. 

Are you happy with the quality? 
Susan: Outstanding.
Duane: It’s a large house, three 
bedrooms, about 4400 square 
feet. We didn’t want a boxy 
style, so it’s drawn out along the 
ridge it’s on. And like Will says, 
you can walk from one end to 
the other and you don’t go up 
or down a half an inch. It’s all 
perfectly level. Look, this isn’t 
Prull’s first rodeo; they have 
their building process and  
management down to a tee. 
Susan: Jodi and Will are  
wonderful. They’re definitely  
on our list of close friends now. 
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